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SUBJ: ANALYSIS OF BAJA CALIFORNIA PHOSPHATE DEPOSITS 
REF MEXICO 10796 

1 . MINOFF RECENTLY DISCUSSED BAJA CALIFORNIA PHOSPHATE 
DEPOSITS WITH ING. GUILLERMO SALAS, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 

THE CONSEJO DE RECURSOS N ATI TR ALES NON-RENOVABLES (CNRR) AND 
MEXICO'S LEADING GEOLOGIST. 

2. SALAS STATED THAT EXPLORATION TEAMS HAD ALREADY LOCATED 
DEPOSITS TOTALLING 150 MILLION TONS AND THAT FURTHER DEPOSITS 
OF UP TO 600 MILLION TONS WERE SUSPECTED BUT NOT FULLY 
CONFIRMED. EXPLORATION IS NOW CONCENTRATED IN AN AREA NORTH 
OF LA PAZ, B.C., ABOUT 24 DEG 5 MIN N. 1 1 1 DEG 5 MIN E. 

SALAS SAID THAT THE GEOLOGY OF THE AREA IS SUCH THAT THE 
DEPOSITS MAY OCCUR AS FAR NORTH AS GUERRERO NEGOR. 28 DEG N, 

1 14 DEG E, AND COULD REAPPEAR IN SOUTHER CALIFORNIA. 

3. CNRR IS CURRENTLY ANALYZING SMALL SAMPLES FROM THE 
DEPOSITS. YIELDS SO FAR HAVE RANGED BETWEEN 12 PERCENT AND 
25 PERCENT PSUB TWO O SUBFIVE. EVALUATION TEAM IS 
DRIVING ADITS SO THAT BULK SAMPLES CAN BE OBTAINED FOR 
FURTHER ANALYSIS. BULK SAMPLES WILL BE AVAILABLE BY 

JUNE AND WILL BE ANALYZED BY MEXICAN LABORATORIES, BY 
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THE US GEOLOGICAL SURVEY'S DENVER LAB, AND BY AN UN- 
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IDENTIFIED GERMAN FIRM. 

4. IF LABORATORY ANALYSIS IS PROMISING CNRR PLANS TO 
OPEN BIDDING FOR A PILOT PROCESSING PLANT IN 1977. 

CURRENTLY, THEY EXPECT TO ACCEPT TENDERS ON A PLANT 
CAPABLE OF CONCENTRATING 1000 TONS OF ROCK PER DAY. 

ACCORDING TO SALAS. IF THE PILOT PLANT IS SUCCESSFUL, A 
LARGER VERSION WILL BE CONSTRUCTED. THE INVESTMENT SHOULD 
BE AMORTIZED WITHIN 10 YEARS. 

JOVA 
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